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thing. If any pepper leaked out through Cairo, it was through
the Governor's neglect. " It is not lack of care and diligence
upon my part," Albuquerque protests, "but shortage of
ships and men!" When he sailed for Malacca, he was accused
of leaving India unprotected, though half his fleet and most
of the troops remained. He was upbraided for things he
had not done, such as raising the men's pay. " Would it not
be well, Senhor," says Albuquerque, " before accusing me, to
examine the books?" If Cochin factory failed to pay its way,
there again, it seemed he was responsible, though at the
same time the King tied his hands by giving him only slight
authority over the factors, forbidding him to winter at
Cochin or interfere with the loading of the ships.

Albuquerque was perfectly aware of what went on at
Cochin. He was plainly itching to set matters right. He
considered that the factors were a feckless lot. " They
would not know how to buy ten reis of bread at the market!"
he declared; further, though he makes no direct accusations,
he is more than dubious of their honesty. He has not really
much faith in anyone in a commercial walk of life, but, he
tells the King, " it would be more advantageous for Your
Highness to let yourself be robbed by Florentines, because
they are born to business and they understand it".

A factor who does his duty, according to Albuquerque,
should not be above taking a hand himself in packing and
unpacking bales. " He should examine the pepper to see if
it is damp or very dirty. He should verify the weights one
by one, and watch the cargo loaded on to the barge and
taken straight on board. I judge of this, Senhor, by matters
which come into my department. I find that unless I attend
to things myself, nothing gets on!" Louren?o Moreno, factor
of Cochin, did not like having Albuquerque about!

But the unkindest cut of all was when D. Manuel declared
he was not sure if Goa was worth keeping. Goa would, no
doubt, prove expensive! Why not give it back to Idalcan,
who would certainly make advantageous terms? Let the
captains be consulted about this. Albuquerque must not be